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Overview 

 

The Transport Committee is currently investigating London’s cycling infrastructure and the 

Mayor’s progress in enhancing infrastructure. In February 2018 the Committee took guided 

cycling trips along Cycle Superhighway and Quietway routes in central London, and around the 

Mini-Holland area in Walthamstow. 

 

Cycle Superhighways and Quietways 

 

Date:   9 February 2018 

Attendees:  Keith Prince AM (Chair), Caroline Pidgeon AM, Caroline Russell AM,  

Richard Berry, Alison Bell, Joseph Driscoll, Will Norman (Walking and Cycling 

Commissioner) and representatives of Transport for London. 

   

The purpose of this visit was to consider the effectiveness of the cycling infrastructure TfL has 

installed in recent years.  

 

Committee members cycled along a route suggested by TfL on Santander Cycles bikes. The 

route encompassed several Superhighways and Quietways. 

 

On Quietway 14 Members observed that the road surface had been re-laid and is now very 

smooth, making it easier to cycle on.  

 

There is new signage along the Quietway, making the route clear to cyclists. 

 

The junction of Union Street and Southwark Bridge Road has been blocked to motor traffic, 

making the road safer for cyclists. 

 

Members travelled on the non-segregated section of Cycle Superhighway 7. It is segregated 

from general traffic as it goes over Southwark Bridge.  

 

At the junction with Upper Thames Street cyclists have an early green signal so they can cross 

the road safely before general traffic. 

 

Members travelled on Quietway 11. Wood Street, on the approach to London Wall, has been 

made one-way for traffic and remains two-way for cyclists. 
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Going past the Barbican, Members had to dismount because a delivery lorry for the BBC 

Symphony Orchestra was blocking the cycle route. A construction vehicle also blocked the 

entire carriageway further in the route. 

 

Members viewed the extension to the North-South Cycle Superhighway under construction 

from Kings Cross to Farringdon. TfL has altered the previous design of the route, to create a link 

with the Quietway. 

 

Members travelled on the East-West Cycle Superhighway along Embankment. Members asked 

about collision data on the route. TfL is monitoring collisions over a 36-month period, including 

on zebra crossings at bus stop bypasses. 

 

Members travelled on Quietway 14 along Union Street in Southwark. At one point a passenger 

in an overtaking yelled that the group should move out of the way of the taxi. 

 

 

Walthamstow Mini-Holland 

 

Date:   26 February 2018 

Attendees:  Keith Prince AM (Chair), Caroline Russell AM, Richard Berry, and representatives 

of London Borough of Waltham Forest, Transport for London and Urbo. 

 

The purpose of this visit was to view progress so far in the delivery of TfL’s Mini-Holland 

scheme in Walthamstow. 
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TfL has awarded the London Borough of Waltham Forest £30m to create a network of cycle 

routes. The project will improve the streets around the routes and introduce traffic calming 

measures to create low-traffic neighbourhoods.  

 

The improvement works started in 2015 and are ongoing. LB Waltham Forest aims to have a 10 

percent mode share for cycling in the borough by 2020, up from 2 percent in 2011. 

 

Members viewed the wide variety of different types of cycle infrastructure in the area, 

including Quietways, some segregated routes, filtering and bus stop bypasses. 

 

At Walthamstow Central station there is a cycle hub. This includes a secure cycle park, Urbo 

dockless bike hire area, and a Brompton bike hire stand. 

 

The council has introduced a large number of low-cost interventions throughout the area to 

make cycling safer and more convenient.  

 

Many local roads have been filtered to remove ‘rat runs’.  

 

The council has used attractive materials in creating new infrastructure. For instance exposed 

wooden bollards on a bridge, which blend into the environment. 

 

There is still a problem of motorcycles and scooters being used on routes meant for cycles. 

Chicanes have generally been removed to help cyclists and pedestrians get around, but this also 

allows access for motorcycles and scooters. 

 

The council uses an online engagement tool called Commonplace. It us helpful for collecting 

data about cycling habits. 

 

Urbo is operating in Waltham Forest, Enfield and Redbridge. It is looking to expand. They would 

support the idea of allowing several operators to offer services Londonwide. 

 

Urbo can track user movements anonymously to help in the design of cycle routes. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 


